Propp suggests a description of narratives based on their observable patterns or structure, which he calls their morphology, and there have been different suggestions regarding the best approach to the analysis of narratives, with many directly influenced by Propp -see for example, Levi-Strauss (1955) or Dundes (1962) . Watson (1973) proposes an operationalised model of narrative in which she synthesises Burke's (e.g. 1968 Burke's (e.g. , 1969 ) 'rhetorical theoretical model' of narrative with Labov and Waletzky's (1967) and Labov et al.'s (1968) sociolinguistic method of analysing narrative. Watson's work provides 'a framework for the identification of narrative style and performance in the oral storytelling situation' (Watson, 1973 , p. 261). While Fischer (1963 ) documents a list of some earlier folklorists, a few recent works on narratives include Handorf, Watson-Gegeo, and Sato (1993) , Mumby (1993) , Josselson and Lieblich (1999) , and Bearne and Watson (2000) . Lucaites and Condit (1985, p. 90) explain that the growing interest in the study of folk narratives is largely due to 'the growing belief that narrative represents a universal medium of human consciousness'.
The folktale genre, with such important functional potential, is rapidly becoming an extinct social practice in the Òkó-speaking community in Ogori-Magongo Local Government Area of Kogi State, Nigeria. Therefore the driving energy for this study is the commitment to documenting (if not preserving) this aspect of the culture of the people for posterity. However, the specific objective in this chapter is to describe the nature and functions of Òkó folktales -particularly, to highlight the multimodality in Òkó folktale discourse and how narratives are configured to accomplish sociocultural/sociosemiotic purposes.
Folktale
Folktale has been defined in different ways depending on the disciplinary interest of the individual researcher. Similarly, many scholars have proposed the categoristion of folk narratives in line with their theoretical inclination. Lucaites and Condit (1985) for example, explore this issue in great detail. In this chapter, however, we shall adopt the simple definition by Aaron (2009) , who views the scope of folk narratives as: stories passed down through generations, mainly by telling. Different kinds of folktales include fairy tales (or fairytales), tall tales, fables, trickster tales, myths, and legends.
Although some would widen the scope of narratives to include factual accounts (recounts), our discussion will be limited to fictional fables.
